
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1889] Samuel, Saul, David and Solomon. 107 

Fifth Step : Organization. 

1. The material of this "study" cannot easily be organized, consisting, as it 
does, of a large number of disconnected stories. The following are perhaps the 
principal points : 

§ I. Ch. 20 : 1-42 : David's return to Gibeah, and last effort to conciliate Saul ; 

this effort made through Jonathan ; the plan ; its outcome ; the parting. 
§ 2. Ch. 21 : l-lS : David's flight, first to Nob (the shewbread and the sword) ; 

and then to Gath; where he pretends to be insane. 
§ 3. Ch. 22 : 1-23 : David gathers a company and moves about from place to 

place ; Saul takes vengeance upon the priests of Nob, Abiathar alone 

escaping to David. 
§ 4. Ch. 23: 1-28: David and the Keilites ; last meeting with Jonathan ; in the 

wilderness of Ziph. 

2. All this may appropriately be grouped under the head, David's Outlaw-life ; 
although these events do not complete this period of his life. 

Sixth Step : Religious Teaching. 

It is at first difficult to understand how one selected and appointed by God 
should become an outlaw ; but whatever may be the difficulties in the case, the 
experience was for him a most valuable one, and from this experience much may 
be learned. The more important lessons are, (i) the beauty and the sacredaess 
of true friendship, as seen in the loving intercourse of David and Jonathan ; (2) the 
possibility of unselfishness even under circumstances the most peculiar, — a crown- 
prince voluntarily surrendering his kingdom, and covenanting that he himself 
shall be " next " ; (3) the proneness of even God's servants to resort to falsehood 
and deceit in emergencies ; (4) such conduct, however, not sanctioned by God, 
and attended often by the most fatal consequences (22 : 6-19) ; (5) the providential 
protection afforded by God to those whom he regards as his own. 



STUDY VII.— DAVID'S OUTLAW-LIFE (cont.) ; 23 : 29-27 : 12. 

Remarks : i. Try to get the scenes of the " study " before you in as vivid a form 
as possible. It is only when history is made to live that it makes an 
impression. 

2. We must not forget that we are dealing with matter that is very old. If we 
compare the date of these events with those of the earliest events in Greek 
and Roman history, one begins to gain some idea of their relation to the 
world's history, so far as time is concerned. 

First Step : General Study. 

1. First Reading : Study (with note-book and pencil in hand) chapters 23 : 39- 

27 : 12, and write down, as you go along, the main points of the story ; 
e. g., (i) David spares Saul's life in the cave ; (2) the interview, David 
declaring his innocence, Saul confessing his injustice ; (3) Samuel dies ; 
(4) the story of David and Abigail ; (5) the Ziphites again betray David ; 
(6) David again spares Saul's life ; (7) his final expostulation with Saul ; 
(8) David becomes a vassal of the Philistines, living at Ziklag, and making 
incursions among the neighboring tribes. 

2. Second Reading: Study again, (r) correcting or improving the work done, 

and (2) indicating in connection with each point the verses belonging to it 
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3. R6suin6 : Take up the points or topics one by one, and in thought associate 
with each all the details of the narrative which connect themselves with it. 
If necessary, read the chapters a third lime ; but do not be satisfied until 
the entire material is firmly grasped. 

Second Step : Word-study, 

1. Ch, 23 : 29-24 : 8 : (i) compare the account in ch. 26 ; (2) compare the headings of Pss. 57, 

142 ; (3) En-gedi (v. 29), location and occurrence in previous history ; (4) sheep cotes . . . 
cave (v. 3) ; (5) cut off the skirt (v. 4) ; (6) heart smote him (v. 5) ; (7) did obeisance (cf. 20 : 
41 ; I Kgs. 1 : 16, 31). 

2. CA. 24: : 9-22 : (i) metCs words (v. 9), cf. Ps. 7 ; (2) wickednessy etc. (v. 13) ; (3) a dead dog^ a 

Jiea (v. 14) ; (4) / know well (v. 20), cf . 18 : 9 ; (5) swear now (v. 21), cf . 20 : 14. 

3. Ch* 25 : 1-13 : (i) in his house (v. i), cf. 2 Chr. 33 : 20 with 2 Kgs. 21 : 18 ; (2) wilderness of 

Paran (v. i) ; (3) Maon^ Carmel (v. 2) ; (4) thou hast shearers (v. 7), cf . 2 Sam, 13 : 23, 24 ; 
{^stuff{v. 13), cf. 10: 22 ; 30:24. 

4. Ch* 25 : 14-44 : (i) son of Belial (v. 17) ; (2) skins of wines (v. 18) ; (3) parched corn (v. 18) ; 

(4) cakes of figs (v. 18), cf. 2 Sam. 16:1; i Chr. 12 ; 40 ; (5) God do so unto the enemies^ etc. 
(v. 22) ; (6) the trespass of thine handmaid (v. 28) ; (7) make my lord a sure house (v. 28), 
what did this imply ? (8) bundle of life (v. 29) ; (9) he shall sling out (v. 29) ; (10) accepted 
thy person (v. 35); (11) heart died (v. 37); (12) returned upon his own head (v. 39); (13) 
Jezreely Gallim (Isa. 10 : 30). 

5. Ch* 26:l~t2 : (1) compare ch. 24; {2) Ahimelech the Hittite (v. 6); from a concordance 

look up all the biblical references to Hittites ; (3) Ahishat (v. 6), cf. 2 Sam. 21 : 17 ; 10 ; 10 ; 
3 • 30 » (4) Jehovah shall strike him. (v. 10). 

6. Ch* 26 : 13'25 : (i) and he said {v. 18), compare this speech with that in 24: 9 seq.; (2) let 

him accept an offering (v. 19) ; (3) abiding in the inheritance of yehovak (v. 19) ; (4) 
Jehovah render to every man^ etc^ cf. 24, : ig. 

7. Ch* 27 : 1-12 : (i) Achish (v. 2), cf. 21 : 10 ; i Kgs. 2 : 39 ; (2) Ziklag (v. 6) ; (3) Geshurites 

(v. 8) ; (4) Amalekites (v. 8), cf. 15 ; 18 ; (5) cafne to Achish (v. 9) ; (6) and David said 

(V. II). 



Third SUp : Topic-study. 

1. Saul's Evil Spirit: (i) Consider the following passages: 16:14; 16:15,16; 

18:10; 19:9; 18:23; I Kgs. 22:19-22; (2) the various designations of 
this " spirit " in these passages ; (3) what in Saul's physical or mental con- 
dition showed the influence of this "spirit"? (4) in connection with this the 
"demons" of the New Testament times; (5) the power of music upon 
disease of the mind ; (6) whether Saul was simply insane, or whether his 
case was one of special supernatural interference ; (7) in either case, to how 
great an extent was he responsible for his condition? 

2. David's Early Training:* Consider (i) the training received at home, as a 

shepherd boy in solitude and amid dangers, and the traces of this seen in his 
later life ; (2) the training received at court, in the midst of " the terrible 
discipline of flattery"; the discipline also of success; the qualities here 
cultivated ; (3) the training received from his outlaw-life, viz., ability to 
govern, contact with men of every class ; (4) the qualifications secured by 
this training for his future work. 

3. David and the Ziphites :t Consider (i) the details of the story (ch. 26) ; (2) 

the details of the similar story (ch. 23) ; (3) the points of agreement touching 
the conduct of the Ziphites, the pursuit of David, David's generosity towards 

* See Kirkpatrick*s / Samuel^ pp. 38 seq. 
t See Kirkpalrick's / Samuel^ pp. 243 seq. 
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Saul ; (4) probability of the repetition of these circumstances ; (5) the many 
points of difference between the narratives, and the difficulty of explaining 
them except upon the supposition that similar events happened tnrice ; (6) 
what would follow the acceptance of the view that we have' here two dis- 
tinct narratives of the same event ? 

Fourth Step : Classification. 
Follow the directions given in previous "studies" and classify the details of the 
material according to the general heads there given, with the addition of any that 
may be necessary. 

Fifth Step : Organization. 

Combine the material of the sixth and seventh " studies," and make a complete 
list of the events included in these "studies" which bear directly or indirectly 
upon David's Outlaw-life. 

Sixth Step : Religious Teaching. 

Many other lessons than those noted in the preceding "study" are suggested 
by the events of David's Outlaw-life ; among these may be mentioned (i) that of 
magnanimity and generosity, from David's treatment of Saul at the cave of En- 
gedi (24:7 seq.); (2) that of the hardening and undermining influence of sin, from 
the attitude of Saul toward David ; (3) the possible fickleness, treachery and gen- 
eral depravity which may characterize one who has been given a position because 
he is supposed to possess qualities the very opposite of these ; (4) the dangers and 
difficulties which beset a good man when he is on any other than the right path. 



STUDY VIII.— SAUL'S LAST DAYS; 28:1-31:13. 

Remarks : i. We are now approaching the end of the book. It is important that 
we hold together the material which has been gathered. To this end, let a 
rapid survey be taken of (i) the several " topic-studies," (2) the outlines as 
found under the head of " organization." 

2. If the pupil has been faithful, the details and order of the material should now 

be so familiar that the number of a chapter, e. g., 15, 21, will suggest the 
subject of that chapter. 

3. For variety, and for the sake of discipline, an entirely different plan will be 

pursued in the eight " studies" which shall be given to 2 Samuel. 

First Step: General Study. 

1. First Reading: Study (with note-book in hand) chapters 27-31, and write 

down as you go along the main points of the story ; e. g., (i) war again with 
Philistia; (2) Saul goes to the witch of En-dor; (3) David is dismissed from 
the Philistine army; (4) Ziklag is plundered; (5) the pursuit and rescue, 
and distribution of spoil ; (6) death of Saul and his sons in the battle of 
Gilboa ; (7) their bodies exposed and rescued. 

2. Second Reading : Study these chapters again, (i) correcting or improving the 

work done ; (2) indicating in connection with each point the particular 
verses belonging to it. 



